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The Trend of the Centuries; or, The Historical Unfolding of 
the Divine Purpose. By the Rev. Andrew W. Archibald. 
Boston: The Pilgrim Press, 1901. Pp. 417. 

The present volume is a discussion of Providence in history, from 
the time of Jeremiah to the nineteenth century. Of the twenty chap- 
ters each is of the nature of a brief historical study. The volume can 
hardly claim to add any special item of information to our general 
historical knowledge, and it seems to have been based upon the ordi- 
nary works of history. At the same time it is possessed of a unity of 
treatment, which gives it something of an apologetic value. It is 
practically a collection of addresses of a successful pastor. This fact 
will perhaps account for the titles, "The Whirling Wheels of Divine 
Providence" and "The Gulf Stream of Messianic Prophecy." 

S. M. 

The Fact of Christ. A Series of Lectures. By P. Carnegie 
Simpson, M.A. Chicago: Fleming H. Revell Co., 1901. 
Pp. 208. 

This little book is well adapted to serve as a popular apologetic 
for evangelical Christianity. The author is less interested in Jesus as 
a historical phenomenon than in his life and significance, and it is 
upon them that, something after the fashion of Dr. Dale, he builds his 
argument. To be a Christian, he justly holds, is not to champion a 
philosophical system, but to reproduce the life of Jesus in one's self. 
Christ, he argues, is present in spiritual life and experience, and so 
becomes a real revelation of God and his love. To live in accordance 
with this revelation made through the historical and spiritual Christ is 
to be a Christian. This involves a response to the spiritual impres- 
sions made by the indwelling Christ, and consequently persistent 
struggle with sin. The volume, like all of its class, does not make 
plain the real relationship of the historical Jesus to the Christ of 
experience, yet at the same time this difficulty would not be likely to 
occur to the man who has the ordinary difficulties with religion. The 
book is to be most heartily commended for its emphasis upon the 
simplicity of Christianity, and its emphasis upon life rather than upon 
orthodoxy as a test of true Christianity. S. M. 



